BRILLIANT BALLYBUNION
MEDIA COVERAGE 2024-2025

Thank you to all the journalists, broadcasters and social media followers who have
supported our creative climate action work over the last two years.

www.brilliantballybunion.com

RTE Morning Ireland, Ballybunion Full Of Beans, Peter O Connell, 15" August 2025
(Average listenership 460,000)

https://www.rte.ie/radio/podcasts/22537697-ballybunion-full-of-beans/
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Irish Examiner, Ballybunion Bean Festival-A new and deliciously quirky festival,
Clodagh Finn, 23" August 2024
(370,000 weekly readers / 3 million online monthly readers)
https://www.irishexaminer.com/opinion/columnists/arid-41691561.html
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Instagram, Brilliant Ballybunion, 90,000 views, 25th August 2025
https://www.instagram.com/brilliantballybunion/
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Thank you for making the Ballybunion

Bean Festival so brilliant! See you at
#earthrising @immaireland 13-14 Sept

@ www.brilliantballybunion.com

@ Brilliant Ballybunion 1 recent post

Professional dashboard
2 90.8K views in the last 30 days.
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Radio Kerry, Ours to Protect: Protecting The Ring Plover, 10" August 2025
https://www.radiokerry.ie/podcasts/ourstoprotect2025/ours-to-protect-protecting-the-ringed-pl
over-446596
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This week on Ours to Protect we're speaking to members of Brilliant Ballybunion
about their efforts to track and protect the Ringed Plover, a once ubiquitious

wading bird who has experienced decling numbers, and is now under amber
conservation status in Ireland,

spaar
We speak to Sean Culhane, who has been observing the bird since childhood, as MTU Stadest GAA Clab
well as Or Barry 0'Danoghue from the National Parks and Wildlife Service, who's “::m:’::ﬂ:
involved in the programme, along with at least 30 volunteers. We also speak with Jrs——

volunteers Aine Hellard and Sarah Nolan, as well as 6 year-old Oscar, 7 year-old

Michael and 5 year-old Christopher. pram—
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Irish Times Weekender, What’s Hot, 9" August 2025
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Coolbeans
Food labs, soil fixing,
free food and beans
aplenty. The
Ballybunion Bean
Festival might just
be the most brilliant
ideayet fromartist
LisaFingleton. B
< August 16th, brilliantballybunion.com

Timbertrove

Home baking and great coffee in the lea of
the Hellfire Club. Round off that healthy
walkwitha rhubarb crumble, or two?
timbertrovecafe.com

The sweet scent of pits
Chemical free, plastic free and made in
Cork. Raise a toast
w‘m‘l‘!s without the waft to
Vico Deodorantina
“n'l' range of enticing
aromas, €12.99
vicodeo.com
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packed pub for a surprise gig with Ed GOOd foundatlons
Sheeran at the Fleadh Cheoil in Wexford. A Whetherit's the ground
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Ballybunion News, Article, 7th August 2025

Sea Rescue Members with Minister Jerry Buttimer and local politicians during the Minister’s |
Pic by JK Photography

EMAIL :mail@ballybunionnews.com TEL :087

BALLYBUNION NEWS

BALLYBUNION BEAN FESTIVAL ™

S—— \WITH BiLLY DONEGAN & 1]
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Well-known American actress Cynthia Nixon on her recent visit
to Ballybunion promoting the Bean Festival with Lisa Fingleton
of Beautiful Ballybunion. Pic by Pilar Vahey

The Ballybunion Bean Festival taking place at the
Barna Way on Saturdaly August 16th promises to be
one of the highlights of summer 2025.

This brand new, unique festival focuses on the
otential of beans as the most fun and climate
riendly food for the future.

The festival was born out of Brilliant Ballybunion, a
Creative Climate Action Initiative, supported by
Creative Ireland.

While growing food, nurturing nature, and creating
art together, the Brilliant Ballybunion team began to
imagine a new future for local food production and
community resilience in the face of the climate and
biodiversity crises.

The future is beans ! Beans are an amazing source
of protein, perfect for a plant based or a climatarian
diet and they fix nitrogen in the soil and help local
ecosystems to thrive whilst also providing an
opportunity for a new model of food production
from home and community gardens, to small and
big farmers alike.

Growing beans can happen at any scale and the
Ballybunion Bean Festival is a blueprint for what is
possible - by bringing together local artists,
collaborators, chefs, and businesses, it
demonstrates how community action can be
intentional, meaningful, and fun.

For the last few months, the community has been
growing beans for a feast, and the Festival will take
place within the enchanting woodlands, gardens
and orc[;anlc meadows of the Barna Way (V31 YK68)
and will be followed by a concert with Sailhymn.

Come and join this truly slow food feast and brand
new festival which will be gas craic, full of beans
and other corny puns.
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z Purchase Tickets online aj

FRIDAY ISTHAUGUST  PAT]

Tickets: Adults €30/ U16's €24

Scan the QR Code to purchase yol

EMAIL :mail@ballybunionnews.com

TEL :087

QUALITY ADVERTISING THAT WORKS



The Farmers Journal Country Vlbes A few of our favourlte thlngs 6th Aug 2025
f,
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Country vibes... a few of our favourite
things
What we're loving around the country this week.
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Sex and the... farm!

There was a surprise visitor to The Barna Way farm in Co Kerry thiz week.
Cynthia Nixon from Sex and the City swapped the surrounds of Manhattan
and her stilettos for a pair of runners and a Ferpuson tractor. 54l looking as
stylish as ever, Cynthia was shown around the farm and the ditferent food,
peace and nature projects happening there. Her vizit happened just before
the

Ballybunion Bean Festival on 15-16 August, which is a celebration of
sustainable food production, focusing on the potential of beans as the food
af the future.

Cythnia Mieon and kolly (The Massey Fergeson) 2t Tre Bama Way Tarm is Salyburion. \Wisa Fingleen


https://www.farmersjournal.ie/life/my-farming-week/country-vibes-a-few-of-our-favourite-things-878231
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Agriland Article about the Cynthia Nixon Visit to The Barna Way and Ballybunion
Bean Festival mention/photo, 31 July 2025

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/sex-and-the-city-star-gets-a-taste-of-farming-life-in-kerr

Sex and the City star gets a taste of
farming life in Kerry

By Aisling 0'Brien Share this article

a July 31, 2025 £:00 PM. = o 9 X

Cynthia Nixon on the farm's Massey Ferguson. Image: Lisa Fingleton

US television star Cynthia Nixon has briefly swapped the streets
of Manhattan for a farm in north Co. Kerry.

The actor, best known for starring as Miranda in the hit series 'Sex
and the City’, paid a visit to Rena Blake and Lisa Fingleton on their
organic farm, The Barna Way, close to Ballybunion last weekend.
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Radio Kerry, Talkabout with Deirdre Walsh, Ballybunion Bean Festival and Deirdre
Walsh, 30 July 2025
https://www.radiokerry.ie/news/sex-and-the-city-star-cynthia-nixon-visits-ballybunion-445087
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One of America’s most famous TV stars has paid a low-key visit to Ballybunion Pr———

Actor » best known for her role as Miranda in the hit series 'Sex and
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RTE Nationwide, Feature on Food and Nature in Ballybunion, 21 July 2025,
https://www.rte.ie/player/series/nationwide/SI0000001172?epquid=IH10008772-25-0080
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Mon 21 July 2025
In the third episode of Nationwide's special summer holiday series, this evening the team s in
Ballybunion in North County Kerry. Captions (English)
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Nationwide

Mon 21 July 2025 Accessibility
In the third episode of Nationwide's special summer holiday series, this evening the teamisin )
Ballybunion in North County Kerry. Captions (English)
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Ballybunion Bean Fesﬁval, Featured on Farming for Nature Website, July 2025


https://www.rte.ie/player/series/nationwide/SI0000001172?epguid=IH10008772-25-0080

https://www.farmingfornature.ie/events-calendar-event/ballybunion-bean-festival/
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The ghiights of s 2025, This brand new, uniqy P beans
a5 the most fun and climate fiendly food for the future.

The Creative Climate ile growing
food, nurturing nature, and ereating art together, e Beiliant future for loeal food
community resilience in the face of the climate and biodiversity crises.
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The B in, perfect for a plant based or
ecosystems to thrive, Beans also provide an oppartunity for a new model of food production - from home and y gar and big

farmers alike. Growing beans can happen at any scale.

The Ballybunion Bean Festivalis a blueprint for what is pessible - by bringing together local artists, collaborators, chefs, and businesses, it

meaningful, and fun!!

For the last few months, i beans for a feast, which ival will take
o dens and The Barna Way.

c food feast. Thi festival will be gas craic, full of beans and other corny puns.

TO BOOK TICKETS CLICK HERE

Discover Ireland Website, Ballybunion Bean festival, July 2025
https://www.discoverireland.ie/kerry/ballybunion-bean-festival-2025

discoverireland.ie/kerry/ballybunion-bean-festival-2025

Discoverireland

Ballybunion Bean Festival 2025

This brand new, unique festival focuses on the potential of [ & I
beans as the most fun and climate friendly food for the future.
The festival is hosted by Brilliant Ballybunion and is supported
by the Creative Climate Action Fund through Creative Ireland.

The future is beans!

Contast datails

Beans are an amazing saurce of protein, perlect for plant based or a chmatarian diet. Beans fix
nitragen in the sail snd helps local scosystems. They alsa provide an oppartunity o 3 new madel & sz
of food production, ra harme & community Gardens to small & big farmers alike. i

Keep reading -
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Irish Organic Association, July Newsletter

é@“’“—, Irish Organic Association

& Organic Certification at its best

Ballybunion Bean Festival (16th August): The
day-long event organised by Rena Blake and
Lisa Fingleton from the Barma Way in North
Kerry centres around a celebration of the

humble bean and how it can support
sustainability, healthy soils, and community
empowerment. This will include a fun-filled day
of activities from thought-provoking talks, guided
walks, and interactive workshops to film, music,
and shared meals. The event also focuses on
preserving heirloom and resilient bean varieties
as part of a "Saved Beans for 2026" initiative to
ensure that native beans endure and thrive for
future generations.

Newsletter
July Edition

e e ———

FESTIVAL o

Grophic: Lisa Fingleton



RTE Homegrown, Feature on The Barna Way and Brilliant Ballybunion, 16" April 2025
https://www.rte.ie/player/series/home-grown/10001042-00-0000?epquid=Al10005843-03-00
07

rte.iefplayer/series/home-grown/10001042-00-00007epguid=A10005843-03-0007
RTEIE NEWS SPORT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LIFESTYLE CULTURE TV RADIO
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07. Episode 7 Aceessibility
Kitty examines Ireland's efforts 1o protect our borders against plant pests and di
1o Offaly to meet one of Ireland’s largest organic growers. Captions (English)
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Siamsa Tire Programme, The Art of Sustenance Sisterhood and solidarity, 8th March
2025

The Art of Sustenance,
Sisterhood and Solidarity

International Women'’s Day at Siamsa Tire
10am-1pm, 8th March 2025

]om artists Bernadette Kiely, Lisa Fmgleton Silke Mlchels Zoe U1
Fhaoldin and Zoe Rush for this inspiring International Women'’s Day
event at Siamsa Tire. Exploring the role of artists in creative climate
action and protecting mother e ARTh. €10. Booking: www.siamsatire.com
This event is supported by Siamsa Tire, Creative Ireland (in partnership with Brilliant Ballybunion and

Neart na Machairi) and the Kerry Visual Artist In Residence programme (The Arts Council and Kerry
County Council).
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RTE, The Culture File Weekly, The Square Tomato and The Third Kingdom, 8" Feb
2025
https://www.rte.ie/radio/lyricfm/clips/22487039/
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The Culture File Weekly 080225: The
Square Tomato and The Third Kingdom
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Independent / Kerryman, The Square Tomato, 4" Feb 2025
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/kerry/lifestyle/kerry-artist-lisa-fingleton-delighted-with-r

esponse-to-opening-of-her-square-tomato-exhibition/a356202804.html
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North Kerry artist Lisa Fingleton said this weck that the response to the opening of [
her brand new exhibition "The Square Tomato' in Siamsa Tine over the weekend was @

“just fantastic.”

Inspired by the work of Indian writer and global food activist Dr Vandana Shiva,

Lisa, through her exhibition, exposes the challenges of our foed systems in terms of
biadiversity, climate change and health,

Through her role 2= embedded artist with two lzrge seale Creative Climate Action
Projects, she helps to supports communities to explore how we can grow food.
protect nature and be creative all at the same time.

Speaking to The Kerrymran on Monday. Lisa gave us a teaser as to what people can
expeet if they pop into see the exhibition which is set to run until March 22,

"It [the opening] was just fantastic. My dream was that we weuld have over 100
peaple at it and we had well over that, so it was super.

“T've been deing this work in Kerry for nearly 20 years znd | felt like everyone that
hzd been on the journey with me was there at the opening. Itwas emazing, There's

a brilliznt amount of community activists and growers and artists interested in
S — Tt e B e e MICADSCFT 12° Surtace Pre. Coilot PO -
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RTE Nationwide, Feature on The Barna Way and Brilliant Ballybunion, 22 May 2024
https://www.rte.ie/player/series/nationwide/SI0000001172?epquid=IH10002393-23-0055
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Agriland, The Square Tomato, Aisling O Brien, 26" January 2025

Kerry exhibition to focus on food,
farming and climate change

By Aisling O'Brien Share this article
January 26, 2025 9:00 AM [~ £] o b 4

Lisa Fingleton, artist, writer and food grower Image: Adrian Donoghue

The challenges facing our food systems will be the subject of a
new art exhibition in Co. Kerry, due to open next weekend.

Lisa Fingleton, who is an artist, filmmaker, writer and grower, told
Agriland that the free show at Siamsa Tire, Tralee brings together a
"highly eclectic and dynamic” range of drawings, films and
installations.

Irish Times, Year in Review, 10 great Irish Exhibitions in 2025, 20th December 2025


https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/kerry-exhibition-to-focus-on-food-farming-and-climate-change
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10 GREAT IRISH
EXHIBITIONS
IN 2025

Our favourite art shows over the past 12 months include
Mainie Jellett and Evie Hone at the National Gallery,

Kunstkammer, in Waterford, and Lisa Fingleton, in Tralee

GEMMA TIPTON

5, ending its
on-site exhibitions for now with
Ailbhe Ni Bhriain's hauntingly gorgeous
The Dream Pool Inte: .

With the Crawford ;
closed since the end of 2024, and neither
space expected to reopen until 20! the
gap is more keenly felt in Cork, although
and Sample-Studios’
Mayor's Pavilion in
Fitzgerald’s Park, have increasingly
interesting programming.

Moves are also afootin Limerick and
Dublin, with Una McCarthy having stepped
down from her role at Limerick City Gallery
of Artafter a decadeasits director, and
Partrick Murphy also retiring from the RHA
after 28 years at the helm. At the time of
their successors have vetto be
announced.

Atthe International contemporary
art biennial, in Limerick, ther Szakics
curated a show with few tists and
venues than previously, instead leaning
into the idea of collaboration and process.
EVA’s dircetor, Matt Packer, spoke
about the way “the projects we're
doing dc have the same exhibitionary
imperatives”.

s
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best
when there's something to look at. In this
instance, the installations at Limerick City
Gallery and Ormston House were most
rewarding.

So whatwas worth seeing in 20257

hese are our favourites

Lisa Fi Square Tomato
Siamsa Tire, Tralee. CoKerry. February-March
Referencing “advances” in bioengine
aimed at making fruit and veg easier to

ack, the artist, grower and writer Li
ingleton jumped into a series of seriou
meditations on how much we're screwing
up the natural world in the name of
progress. What made this show a standout
was the witwith which Fingleton leavened
h. nessaging, and the breadth of her
sources. Her filmed interview with the
Indian phy: t and environmentalist
Vandana Shiva also provided a sliver of
hope.

Other highlight works in this vein
included Bernadette Kiely's No Promised
Land painting at the RHA Annual, and
John Conneely and Conor Maloney”:
Funeral for Ashes at the Festival Print-
works Gallery for Galway International
ArtsFes 1 (although four times was
probably plenty for

installation, exuberant
as it was).

Kun:

Lismore Castle Arts, Waterford
March-October

The artof the past is knowable only through
what has survived, which means the collec-
tions of the wealthy tend to underlic taste
and an understanding of what art “ought™
to look like. So where better to explore than
acastle?

Robert O'Byrne’s witty and idi
curation was the ideal foil for ad
collections old and new
Lismore Castle Arts, {
objects and furniture, plus works by artists
such as Monster Chet sarah Lucas,
Dorothy Cross, Sasha Sy d John
Gerrard. Takeaways included: even the
nobility could do with a bit of decluttering;
and while we may all try to understand and
hold the world through owning and order-
tstill remains remarkably, enduringly
elusive.

Mainie Jellettand Evie Hone:
TheArtofFi
National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin, April-August
Giving the lie to the idea that Ireland in the
1920s was a benighted place, where women
were relegated to kitchens (with the odd
spot of crossroads dancing), and all art
looked like a Paul Henry, the National
Gallery's in-depth exhibition of the work of
two pioneering [rish modernists was
revelatory

Drawing on lessons from tutors in

pe, Mainie Jellett and Evie Hone made
abstraction their own, and within their
works the shapes and shades of Ireland
sang asif seen for the first ime

Jellett was selected to represent Ireland
at the Olympics, back when art depicting
sports wasa thing, and her murals were on
the world's stage at the Glasgow Empire
Exhibition in 1938. Likewisc, Hone's
stained glass was commissioned for the
9 New York World's Fair, while her
ge East Window illuminates the d
of youthful future British prime ministersin
the chapel of Eton College. Where did itall
gowrong?

Juliankmo: Cheorus in Rememonry of Flight
Model Arts Centre, Sliga, April-June

I art communicates, bur some of the most
powerful work this year was about commu
ation - or, more aptly, about the art of
tening well. “If we don’t unlearn racism,”
Julian Knox quoted, during the installation
of his quietly phenomenal exhibition at the
'we might miss the love of
s echoing a contributor to
central film, in which the

his exhibition

artist rravelled to European port cities,

where he connected with black residents.
The unfolding global story told of the

movement of people, trade, slave trade,
settlement and plunder, as well as commu-
nd art. Towatch the film unfold, as
sequences shimmered with joy, was toopen
yourselfl to the huge potential of humanity




Racism and hatred shut down the
opportunity to fully experience love, not
only for others but also for ourselves,

Cotter & it

Venice Architecture Biennale, Raly,

May 18th-November 23rd

It has been a landmark year for Irish
architects on the international stage.
Heneghan Peng's vast Grand Egyptian
Museum finally opened in Cairo; and
O'Donnell + Tuomey were this year's
recipients of the RIAI Gandon Medal for
lifetime achievement, at the same time as
their master plan for London's new Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park, including their
outposts of the V&A and Sadler's Wells, has
come on stream.

Ina patchy Venice Architecture
Biennale, with its chaotic and disappointing
central exhibition curated by Carlo Ratti,
Ireland’s pavilion, by Louise Cotter and
Luke Naessens, stood out for its clarity of
concept as well as form. The pavilion, which
will tour Ireland in 2026, including to Cork
Midsummer Festival, gracefully amplifies
the simple, wise idea of sitting down and
talking to one another.

Michael Kane: Works on Paper

Taylor Galleries, Dublin, May-June

From co-founding Project Arts Centreto
creating powerful art, Michael Kanewasa
central figure in contemporary Irish culture.
The works in his exhibition at Taylor

Galleries were made toasmaller scale, but
thisonly intensified his rich images, Part
abstraction, part almost-recognisable
people and places from his stamping ground
in the area around Pembroke Road in
Dublin, they exuded a quietly seductive
power, “Itis the ghost e city thatis
behind the actual city,” he said.

Kane, who also had work in simultaneous
groupexhibitions at Hillsboro Fine Artand
the Irish Museum of Modern Art, died on
the eve of the Taylor opening, three days
shy of his 90th birthday. His fellow artist
Cecily Brennan wrote, on behalf of
Aosdana, that "in many ways, this is what
artists dream of, not only being able to work
until the end, but to be able to make better
and better work until the end”.

Jenny Brady: The Glass Booth/
AnBothGloine

Project Arts Centre, Dublin, July-October
Exploring the worlds of interpretation and
communication, Jenny Brady’s first solo
show in Ireland was a reminder of why this
Irish artist has such a significant interna-
tional career. From opening scenes of

the Geneva summit between Mikhail
Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, and Ronald
Reagan, the US president, in 1985, the film
wenton to the experiences of interpreters
in training, all the way toa Nato interpreter,
wrylycommenting that “sometimes we're
used like a fuse”, blamed, he noted, "whena
speaker is aware of having gone oo far”,

The most emotional sequences were
those focusing on the children of immigrant
families, thrown into an adult world as they
attempted to interpret and navigate for
their parents, A compelling and
thought-provoking watch.

Ella Bertilsson, Kathy Tynanand
Emily Waszak: Faigh Amach
Temple Bar Gallery, Dublin,
August-Septernber
Three intriguing artists showeased their
 different work at Temple Bar in a new
initiative aimed at helping artists launch
international careers. A solo show at
Southwark Park Galleries, in London, in
2026 was up lor grabs, but that proved less
interesting than the intricacies of the work.
Ella Bertilsson tracked inner worlds with
acool but sparkly eclecticism, and Kathy
Tynan's paintings were assured explora-
tions of everyday intimacies. Emily Waszak,
the ultimate winner, tracked the rituals of
grief through weaving, witha delicacy that
found a more recent echo in Cecilia Vicu-
na's Reverse Migration (at Imma until July
5th, 2026).

Archipelago
Rayal Hibernian Acadermy, Dublin,
September-December

Photography had a good year in 2025,
Photolreland’s ambitiously named
International Centre for the Image opened
in Dublin’s Docklands in July, while Photo
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Muscum Ircland’s strong programming
continued, including with Maija Tammi's
Empathy Machine, which runs until
February Ist, 2026, The winners of its
Young Photographer Awards were
installed in an outdoor exhibition at Wilton
Park, and are on view until spring 2026,
While smartphones have made photogra-
phy both ubiquitous and mundane,
Archipelago, at the RHA, was evidence of
the wealth the medium can achieve, Seven-
teen artists, including Conor Horgan, Kate
Nolan, Fionn McCann, Agata Stoinska and
Ruby Wallis, slowed time through the
fraction of a second's flash of light on a lens.

Dublin Gallery Weekend

Various venues, November

After two yearsin its current incarnation,
Dublin Gallery Weekend finally took the
obvious step of including the public galler-
ies and institutions, such as Imma, Project,
Temple Bar and the Douglas Hyde, along-
side their commercial cousins. “Commer-
cial” isa clear misnomer for the labour of
love involved in running a gallery funded by
sales of contemporary art, but widening the
field added to the energy of what had
previously been a more niche celebration
for those who would probably have gone
anyway. If vou fall into the category of those
whoneed an extra nudge, this should be it
Ireland’s artists survive on the support of
galleries, institutions, funders and you.

Go, see, fallin love, buy. @

THE IRISH TIMES | Ticket | Saturday, December 20, 2025

The Radical Art of Growing, Irish Organic Association Magazine December 2025



THE RADICAL
ART OF GROWING

By Lisa Fingleton at The Barna Way, Ballybunion, Co Kerry

“We are all connected through food. We are all connected through seil. We are all connected through life.

And those are the interconnections that we have to build consciously now"
~ DrVandana Shiva'

For over twenty years, much of my life and arts
practice, has been focused on food systems and
the increasingly radical acts of growing organic
food, saving seeds and planting trees. The word
‘radical’ originates from the Latin word ‘radix’,
meaning ‘root’. | like the idea of getting to the
root of complex and interconnected issues in
order to achieve the transformation we need
to see in our food systems.

My partner Rena Blake and | live at The Barna Way, an organic farm
and creative hub just outside Ballybunion, Co Kerry. We have tried
many things to make the farm sustainable with various degrees of
success and fallure over the years, On our |9 acres we have planted
10,000 trees through the Native Woodland Scheme.

We grow organic vegetables and manage meadows for wildlife.We
are certified with the Insh Organic Association and are members of
Talamh Beo.WWe are also Farming For Nature Ambassadors and this
year we joined their REFARM scheme focused on taking biodiversity
actions on our farm. We were delighted to create a Lovelochdn this
summer, a pond created for wild life in the shape of a heart We
didn't expect it to fill until Christmas but there has been so much
rain that it was full in just four weeks, In fact we could have filled
multiple Lovelochidns!

| generally try to focus on potential solutions rather that getting
bogged down in problerms. However in recent times | find it hard
not to panic about climate change as | trudge across our fields,
wellies half submerged in water, thinking about the |20 million
people around the world already displaced due to war, famine

and climate chaos®,

Ballybun

ionBean Festival

Rena Blake and Lisa Fingleton,
Ballybunion Bean Festival, Brilliant
Ballybunion 16th August 2025
Photo Credit: Grainne Toomey 2025
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I'm concerned about the terrible absurdity of the situation in which
we find ourselves in relation to food:

* How have we reached this point where most of the food
and seed in the world is controlled by a small number of
global corporations?

+ Why are most people eating poisoned and ultra-processed food
even though we know it is damaging our guts and making us and
our laved ones sick?

* Why are we, as an island, so dependent on imported food?

+ How can we feed ourselves in increasingly precarious climactic
conditions and protect biodiversity at the same time?

In 2018 | wrote a book called The Local Food Project focusing on the
importance of eating and growing local food. This book was partially
inspired by a BLT sandwich | bought in a shap. | couldn't believe
that there were over 40 listed ingredients from all over the warld
including such things as Diglycerides of Fatty Acids, xanthan gum,
emulsifiers and stabilisers. | started to think about the journey of a
sandwich and where all these ingredients came from.

It felt like this sandwich connected me to so many places, people,
plants and animals from all over the planet. It made me reflect on
the energy needed to bring this sandwich to me; all the electricity,
fuel and water. | mapped out the journey of the sandwich in
drawing called The Sandwich Project

It also made me question if there is really any such a thing as ‘cheap
food? Someone, somewhere is always paying the price in terms of
poor conditions for workers, crowded conditions for battery hens
or health implications for the consumers of processed foods.

| wert on to do the 30 Local Food Challenge’ for a number of
years, encouraging peaple to join me in eating local food for the
month of SeptemberWhile it did highlight important issues, it also
raised a lot of frustration about labelling for consumers. So many
products are marked as being ‘produced' in Ireland even though
none of the ingredients come from here. Also our labelling currently
only includes ingredients and doesn't name the toxic chemicals used
in the process. | felt | needed to do mare.

When Creative Ireland launched the Creative Climate Action
Fund | was delighted to work as the embedded artist on a

pilat project with 10 Dingle farmers for a year This gave me

a sense of the issues they were facing in relation to climate
change and what actions they were talking to protect biodiversity
on their farms. Topether we brainstormed possible actions for
the future which | collated into a drawing called The Future of
Farming. This is now in the OPW collection and is on permanent
display at the Department of Agriculture offices in Dublin. While
it illustrates an impressive vision it also highlights the challenges.
Many of the actions are either hugely costly or require joined

up thinking and policies that currently do not exist. However
many of those farmers have gone on to do extraordinary things
and Dingle recently won the Irish Times Greenest Place in lreland
Award 2025.
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Sandwich Project, Framed Ink on Fabriano, Lisa Fingleton, 2018. Crawford Collection.
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This project inspired us to apply for a second project called
Brilliant Ballybunion warking with local community collaborators

to grow food, protect nature and be creative all at the same time.
This project, based on our farm has been running for the last

two years and has been hugely successful. Instead of selling our
vegetables at the local market we were able to show people

how to grow food, hire amazing chefs and create experiences for
sharing delicious organic food at both on-farm and off-farm events,
This has been a fantastic way of adding value to the food and
supporting local organic growers.

The project culminated in the Ballybunion Bean Festival this August.
We had a community launch in May where we shared beans for
people to grow in their own homes and schools, Everyane was
issued with 2 bean certificate. Within weeks we had a few requests
for death certificates so we had to run Bean Survival Training with
Billy Jo © Connor from Leagh Organic Farm.

The whole process was such a simple way of illustrating the
challenges of growing food and many people couldn't believe how
hard it was to keep one plant alive. Some people only had a few
pods to donate to the festival while we grew a few kilos here on
the farm. Together we managed to provide |60 meals on the day
with practically no food waste (only one half bowl). It was a great
example of community co-creation and the power of a wonderful
team of Runner Beans. The day included farm walks, music,
workshops, talks and film screenings.

In the barn we screened a film | made with DrVandana Shiva called
The Radical Art of Living. Last year Rena and | travelled to her farm
in India to take part in a month long Agroecology programme.
Mavdanya is a biodiversity and conservation farm founded by Dr
Shiva in |'987. She a is a prolific writer; internationally rencwned
food activist and environmental thinker:

In her new book The Nature of Nature, she stresses the importance
of living ecosystems, photosynthesis and sail as natural solutions
to climate change and biodiversity loss. In the last line of the book

Lisa Fingleton, The Future of Farming, 2022,
Ink on Fabriano Paper. OFW/State Collection.

shie says "with every seed we sow, every plant we grow, every
morsel we eat, we make a choice between degeneration and
regeneration’’. As organic farmers | feel we choose regeneration
every day. | believe this choice is radically important at this time,
now more than ever

! Shiva,Vandana, The Radical Art of Living [nterview with Lisa Fingleton,Video, 20 mins,
Mavdanya, October 2024

* herps:/iweerw.unher.orgiglobal-trends

* Shiva, Vandana, The Mature of Mature: The Metabolic Disorder of Climare Change,
‘Women Unlimited Ink, New Delhi India, 2024, p 160

Ballybunion Bean Festival,

Beans, Watercolour on paper, Lisa Fingleton, 2025.

Ink and watercolour on paper,
Lisa Fingleton, 2024.

Lisa Fingleton is an artist, writer and organic grower based at The Barna Way an organic farm, creative hub and wildlife sanctuary in Kerry.
She is the embedded artist with Brilliant Ballybunion, o co-creative dimate action project and Kerry Artist in Residence.
Her work is in the Mational and State Collections, www.lisafingleton.com
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‘50 To Watch’ by the Irish Times for 2026, 3rd January 2026

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/people/2026/01/03/50-people-to-watch-in-2026-fro
m-film-and-music-to-arts-activism-sport-and-more/
THE IRISH TIMES . Holiday hacks Conor Pope’s tips to

savingwhen booking your next holiday
Quinoa cooking Mark Moriarty’s
recipes to kickstart the New Year right

Saturday, January 3, 2026

From sport to fashion, music to activism
these are the names to know in 2026

We are delighted to be selected as one of the ‘50 To Watch’ by the Irish Times for
2026. Brilliant Ballybunion was named as one of 4 groups to watch this year in the
Sustainability category in this article by Joanne Hunt.

Special thanks to Creative Ireland and the amazing team of people who have come
together to protect nature, grow food and be creative.

Here is the article:


https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/people/2026/01/03/50-people-to-watch-in-2026-from-film-and-music-to-arts-activism-sport-and-more/
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/people/2026/01/03/50-people-to-watch-in-2026-from-film-and-music-to-arts-activism-sport-and-more/

“Nature, food, creativity - that's Brilliant Ballybunion's recipe for community climate
action. The enormity of climate change and biodiversity loss can leave the individual
feeling disempowered, but by coming together and acting locally, we can transform
how we feel and create change, the group believes. Brilliant Ballybunion began with a
call out to the north Kerry community for those passionate about nature, food or
creativity to collaborate.

Nature-lovers, farmers, bird watchers, photographers, sketchers, writers and
ecologists came forward and so began a journey of creative climate action.

Outputs so far include the Ballybunion Nature Group, a 60-strong collective that has
carried out a survey of the Ringed Plover, a tiny ground-nesting bird in decline in the
area. The group protects nests and talks to walkers about the importance of keeping
dogs on lead. Journaling and sketching helps collaborators to record and process
what they are seeing, and inspire action.

“If we don't know the names of the birds, the trees or the animals, how will we know
when they are gone,” says artist and grower Lisa Fingleton. "If our eyes are not open
to nature, we just don't see the loss.”



50 to watch

Sustainability

ByJoanne Hunt

Brilliant Ballybunion

Nature, food, creativity - that's Brilliant
Ballybunion’s recipe for community
climate action. The enormity of climate
changeand biodiversity loss can leave the
individual feeling disempowered, but by
coming together and acting locally, we can
transform how we feel and create change,
the group believes. Brilliant Ballybunion
beganwith a call out to the north Kerry
community for those passionate about
nature, food or creativity to collaborate.
Nature-lovers, farmers, bird watchers,
photographers, sketchers, writers and
ecologists came forward and so begana
journey of creative climate action.

Outputs so far include the Ballybunion
Nature Group, a 60-strong collective that
has carried outa survey of the Ringed
Plover, a tiny ground-nesting bird in
declinein the area. The group protects
nests and talks to walkers about the
importance of keeping dogs on lead.
Journaling and sketching helps collabora-
tors torecord and process what they are
seeing, and inspire action.

“If we don’t know the names of the birds,
the trees or the animals, how will we know
when they are gone,” says artist and
grower Lisa Fingleton. “If our eyes are not
open to nature, we just don’t see the loss.”

AliciaMateos-Cérdenas

Sustainability leader

Winning a global award at the World
Chamber Congress last year was a career
highlight for Dr Alicia Mateos-Cérdenas,
sustainability lead for Cork Chamber of
Commerce. She leads the Chamber’s
collaboration with Cork City Council on a
“Local Green Deal”, a model that unites
business, government and civic partners
through formally signed agreements that
include measurable sustainability targets,
clear timelines and shared accountability.

“Onr madel ie not inet Corl’c anecece

organic farming, Brian Meredith hasn’t
looked back. Returning from New Zealand
to farm with his dad Keith, the pairruna
fully organic suckler beef farm near
Strabally, Co Laois. Planting diverse
forage plants, such as grasses, clover and
herbs has enhanced soil health and biodi-
versity, increased quality silage yields and
reduced chemical nitrogen fertiliser by
100 per cent over three years. Planting
new whitethorn hedging, broadleaf native
and heirloom apple trees have further
enhanced biodiversity.

“The biggest change has probably been
mindset,” says Meredith, whose farm has
been recognised by Teagasc for its pro-
gressin lightening the load of farming on
the environment. Meredith wants to break
down barriers with consumers - “thatidea
of, Tl produce the food, you stay outside
the gate’-Idon’tlike that,” he says. He
hosts farm walks and through Social




